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This Policy Memorandum (PM) updates EOIR's policies regarding permissible signatures on 
documents filed with the immigration courts and the Board of Immigration Appeals. As of March 
31, 2020, EOIR has begun accepting digital 1 and electronic2 signatures on all documents filed with 
it, 3 whether those documents are filed by mail, in person, or electronically.4 In addition, EOIR will 
accept electronically-reproduced5 copies of documents containing digital, electronic, or "wet" 
signatures. 6 EOIR will also continue to accept original documents containing wet signatures. 

I. Digital and Electronic Signatures

EOIR does not require that the parties use any specific software or technology to create digital or 
electronic signatures. However, in all cases, the resulting digital or electronic signature must 
clearly display the signer's name or a reproduction of the signer's handwritten signature. The 
signature should also include a printed (i.e., handwritten in print or typed) version of the signer's 
name below or adjacent to the signature if it is not provided in the digital or electronic signature 

1 Digital signatures are defined as signatures performed via a recognized system that provides Personal Key 
Infrastructure (PKI) from the signer at the time of signing. 
2 Electronic signatures are defined as signatures performed using a device that does not provide PKI at the time of 
signing (e.g., stylus and touchpad). 
3 This PM does not apply to any documents filed directly with the Department of Homeland Security (DHS). 
4 Individuals who have opted-in to the use of the EOIR Court & Appeals System (ECAS) should use ECAS for 
electronic filings. Others who wish to utilize electronic filing may do so using a court-specific email address 
established by EOIR. Instructions for filing by email and the list of court email addresses is available at 
https://www.justice.gov/eoir/fi I ing-emai I. 
5 An electronic reproduction includes documents that are scanned, faxed, photocopied, or similarly reproduced. 
6 "Wet" signatures are defined as signatures completed with an ink pen on a paper document. 

1 








