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PLAINTIFF:MATILDE EK, Individually andassuccessoin interestto ARTURO EK;
KARLA EK-ELHADIDY; LUCILA del CARMEN EK; andMARIA EK-EWELL
DEFENDANT:
SEE'SCANDIES, INC.; SEE'SCANDY SHOPSJNCORPORATED;AND
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COMPLAINT—Personal Injury, Property Damage, Wrongful Death

[ AMENDED (Number):
Type (check all that apply): ) ) -
[] MOTOR VEHICLE OTHER l,sp\,,‘.c,-fy):GeneraNegI|gencePremlsest_lablllty

[_] Property Damage Wrongful Death Survivalactionbrought
[_1 Personal Injury Other Damages (specify): by successoin interes
Jurisdiction (check all that apply): to Arturo Ek, Deceasec| CASE NUMBER
[_] ACTION IS A LIMITED CIVIL CASE AOST O 45T 2

Amount demanded [__| does not exceed $10,000
[] exceeds $10,000, but does not exceed $25,000
ACTION IS AN UNLIMITED CIVIL CASE (exceeds $25,000)
[_] ACTION IS RECLASSIFIED by this amended complaint
[ from limited to unlimited
(] from unlimited to limited

1. Plaintiff (name or names): MATILDE EK, Individually andassuccessoin interestto ARTURO EK; KARLA EK-ELHADIDY; LUCILA del

“ARMEN EK; andMARIA EK-E
alleges causes of action against deEflSIn an??name or names): ELL

SEE'S CANDIES, INC.; SEE'S CANDY SHOPS, INCORPORATED; AND DOES 1 TO 20, INCLUSIVE
2. This pleading, including attachments and exhibits, consists of the following number of pages: 8

3. Each plaintiff named above is a competent adult
a. [_] except plaintiff (name):
(1) [_] a corporation qualified to do business in California
(2) [_] an unincorporated entity (describe):
(3) [_] a public entity (describe):
(4) [_] aminor [__] an adult
(a) [__] for whom a guardian or conservator of the estate or a guardian ad litem has been appointed
(b) 1 other (specify):
(5) [_] other (specify):
b. [_] except plaintiff (name):
(1) ] a corporation qualified to do business in California
(2) [_] an unincorporated entity (describe):
(3) [_] a public entity (describe):
(4y ] aminor [_] an adult
(a) [_] for whom a guardian or conservator of the estate or a guardian ad litem has been appointed
(b) [_] other (specify):
(5) [ other (specify):

[ information about additional plaintiffs who are not competent adults is shown in Attachment 3.
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PLD-PI-001

SHORT TITLE:
MATILDE EK, et al. v. SEE'S CANDIES, INC,, et al.

CASE NUMBER

4. [_] Plaintiff (name):
is doing business under the fictitious name (specify):

and has complied with the fictitious business name laws.
5. Each defendant named above is a natural person
a. except defendant (name): SEE'SCANDIES, INC.
(1) [ a business organization, form unknown
(2) a corporation
(3) [_] an unincorporated entity (describe):

(4) [_] a public entity (describe):
(5) [_] other (specify):
SEE'SCANDY SHOPS

b. except defendant (name): INCORPORATED
(1) [ a business organization, form unknown

2) a corporation
(3) [_1 an unincorporated entity (describe):
(4) [_] a public entity (describe):

(5) [_] other (specify):

c. [_] except defendant (name):
(1) [_] a business organization, form unknown

(2) [ a corporation
(3) [_] an unincorporated entity (describe):

{4) [ a public entity (describe):

(5) [_] other (specify):

d. [_] except defendant (name):
(1) [] a business organization, form unknown
(2) (] a corporation

(3) [_] an unincorporated entity (describe):
(4) [] a public entity (describe):

(5) [_] other (specify):

[ Information about additional defendants who are not natural persons is contained in Attachment 5.

The true names of defendants sued as Does are unknown to plaintiff.

a. Doe defendants (specify Doe numbers): 1 TO 20, INCLUSIVE

were the agents or employees of other

named defendants and acted within the scope of that

b. Doe defendants (specify Doe numbers); 1 TO 20, INCLUSIVE

agency or employment.

are persons whose capacities are unknown to

plaintiff.

This court is the proper court because

[] Defendants who are joined under Code of Civil Procedure section 382 are (names):

a. [_] atleast one defendant now resides in its jurisdictional area.

b
c.
d. [_] other (specify):

[ Plaintiff is required to comply with a claims statute, and
a. [_] has complied with applicable claims statutes, or
b. [_] is excused from complying because (specify):

. [ the principal place of business of a defendant corporation or unincorporated association is in its jurisdictional area.
injury to person or damage to personal property occurred in its jurisdictional area.

PLD-PI-001 [Rev. January 1. 2007]

COMPLAINT—Personal Injury, Property

Page 2 of 3

Damage, Wrongful Death
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PLD-PI-001

SHORT TITLE:
MATILDE EK, et al. v. SEE'S CANDIES, INC., et al.

CASE NUMBER:

10. The following causes of action are attached and the statements above apply to each (each complaint must have one or more

causes of action attached):
a. [_] Motor Vehicle

b. General Negligence
c. [_] Intentional Tort

d. [_] Products Liability
e. Premises Liability

f. [_] Other (specify):

11. Plaintiff has suffered

[] wage loss

[ loss of use of property

hospital and medical expenses
[ general damage

[ property damage

[ loss of earning capacity

other damage (specify):

@m0 o0ow

Matilde Ek, Individually, andthe otherPlaintiffs seekall recoverablalamagegor the wrongful deathof
DecedentArturo Ek, includinglossof love, care,comfortandsociety. Matilde Ek, assuccessoin interestto
Arturo Ek, Deceasedalsoseekseconomidossesor medicalandcarecostsfor the periodof time Arturo Ek
survivedafterbeinginfectedwith Covid-19,0n or about3/22/20,until his deaththerefromon 4/20/20.

12, The damages claimed for wrongful death and the relationships of plaintiff to the deceased are

a. [ listed in Attachment 12.

b. as follows:

Plaintiffs Individually, are the surviving heirs, the wife and three daughters, of the decedent
husband and father, Arturo Ek. In the survival action, Matilde Ek is successor in interest to

Decedent, Arturo Ek. Please see Attachment "A" hereto.

13. The relief sought in this complaint is within the jurisdiction of this court.

14. Plaintiff prays for judgment for costs of suit; for such relief as is fair, just, and equitable; and for

a (1) compensatory damages
(2) [ punitive damages

The amount of damages is (in cases for personal injury or wrongful death, you must check (1)):

(1) [¥] according to proof
2) | in the amount of: $

15. The paragraphs of this complaint alleged on information and belief are as follows (specify paragraph numbers):

GN-1.; Prem.L-1.; Prem.L-2.; Prem.L-5.

Date: December 18, 2020 M :
Joel Krissman, Esq.

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (SIGNATURE OF PLAINTIFF OR ATTORNEY)

PLD-PI-001 [Rev. January 1, 2007] COMPLAINT—Personal Injury, Property
Damage, Wrongful Death

Page 3 of 3
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Decedent, Arturo Ek, including loss of love, care, comfort and society.  Matilde Ek, as successor in interest to
Arturo Ek, Deceased, also seeks economic losses for medical and care costs for the period of time Arturo Ek
survived after being infected with Covid-19, on or about 3/22/20, until his death therefrom on 4/20/20.
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PLD-PI-001(2)

SHORT TITLE: CASE NUMBER:
MATILDE EK, et al. v. SEE'S CANDIES, INC., et al.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION—General Negligence  Page 4

(number)

ATTACHMENT TO Complaint [__] Cross - Complaint

(Use a separate cause of action form for each cause of action.)

R it 'MATILDE EK, Individually andassuccessoin interestto ARTURO EK;
-1. Plaintiff (name):y AR| A EK-ELHADIDY: LUCILA del CARMEN EK: andMARIA EK-EWELL

alleges that defendant (name): SEE'S CANDIES, INC.; SEE'S CANDY SHOPS, INCORPORATED; AND

2] Does | o 20, INCLUSIVE

was the legal (proximate) cause of damages to plaintiff. By the following acts or omissions to act, defendant
negligently caused the damage to plaintiff

on (date): or about 3/1/20 - 4/20/2(
at (place): See's Candies located at 20600 S. Alameda Street, Carson, CA 90810

(description of reasons for liability):

Defendants operated a candy assembly and packing line and employed workers in the course and
scope of said business, including Plaintiff Matilde Ek. During said time there was a global,
national, state and County of Los Angeles pandemic and epidemic, Sars-Cov-2 coronavirus,
commonly referred to as Covid-19. Defendants were aware of the highly dangerous, contagious
and transmissible nature of that virus, particularly where people are working and interacting in
close proximity to each other. Further, Defendants' employees at the plant complained directly
and through their union representative to Defendants about the close proximity of their work
environment requesting safety mitigation efforts due to fear of the virus. Defendants failed to
operate and conduct their business as would and should be expected to protect their employees,
including Plaintiff, from the known high risk of this viral infection by failing to put known,
appropriate and necessary safety mitigation measures in place. Defendants knew and should have
known that the workers' duties, locations within the plant, and physical distancing from one
another, created a foreseeable and high risk of viral infection and transmission among the
workers, including Plaintiff. Defendants knew and should have known that their failure to take
appropriate and necessary safety mitigation measures would increase the known and foresceable
risk that their workers, like Plaintiff, would become infected in the course and scope of their work
for Defendants, and carry said viral infection home infecting one or more of their family members

On or about 3/1/20-3/19/20, Plaintiff Matilde Ek was working without appropriate and necessary
social distancing on the packing line, using restrooms and break-rooms at times inches and only a
few feet from other workers, some of whom were coughing, sneezing, and became infected along
with other co-workers with Covid-19. Plaintiff Matilde Ek, unable to work then convalesced at
her home where she resided with her husband, Decedent Arturo Ek, and one of their daughters,
Plaintiff Karla Ek-Elhadidy, who provided care for her. Within a few days, on or about 3/22/20
both husband and Decedent Arturo Ek, and daughter Karla Ek-Elhadidy, became sick with
Covid-19. Decedent Arturo Ek, after struggling with the illness, died as a proximate and legal
cause therefrom, on 4/20/20.
Page 1 of 1
et Athowatcl Bl ea CAUSE OF ACTION—General Negligence e e
PLD-PI-001(2) [Rev. January 1, 2007]
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PLD-PI-001(4)

SHORT TITLE: CASE NUMBER
MATILDE EK, et al. v. SEE'S CANDIES, INC., et al.

SECOND CAUSE OF ACTION—Premises Liability Page 5
(number)
ATTACHMENT TO Complaint  [__] Cross - Complaint
(Use a separate cause of action form for each cause of action.)

MATILDE EK, Individually andassuccessoin interestto ARTURO EK;

Prem.L-1. Plaintiff (name): « Ap| A EK-ELHADIDY; LUCILA del CARMEN EK: andMARIA EK-EWELL
alleges the acts of defendants were the legal (proximate) cause of damages to plaintiff.

On (date): or about 3/1/20-4/20/20 plaintiff was injured on the following premises in the following

fashion (description of premises and circumstances of injury):

Theactsandomissionsof Defendant®ccurredat the See’sCandiepackingfacilities locatedat 20600S. AlamedaStreet,Carson CA 90810.Thecircumstancesausing
damageso Plaintiffs, Individually, andto Plaintiff Matilde Ek, assuccessoin interestto Arturo Ek, Deceasedhewrongful deathof decedenArturo Ek, occurredandwere
createdjncludingtheforeseeablandunreasonablésk of spreadinga dangerouwiral infectionto family memberof Defendantsemployeessa resultDefendantsfailure to
operatemanageandcontroltheir businessisingreasonableareoccurredasfollows: Defendant®peratedh candyassemblyandpackingline andemployedworkersin the
courseandscopeof saidbusinessincluding Plaintiff Matilde Ek. During saidtime therewasa global, hational,stateandCountyof Los Angelespandemiandepidemic,Sars
Cov-2coronaviruscommonlyreferredto asCovid-19.Defendantsvereawareof the highly dangerousgcontagiousandtransmissiblanatureof thatvirus, particularlywhere
peopleareworking andinteractingin closeproximity to eachother.Further,Defendantsemployeest the plantcomplaineddirectly andthroughtheir unionrepresentativéo
Defendantsboutthe closeproximity of their work environmentequestingsafetymitigation effortsdueto fearof thevirus. Defendantdailed to operateandconducttheir
businessswould andshouldbe expectedo protecttheir employeesincluding Plaintiff, from the knownhigh risk of this viral infection by failing to putknown, (*CONT.

Prem.L-2. Count One—Negligence The defendants who negligently owned, maintained, managed and BELOWY)

operated the described premises were (names):

SEE'SCANDIES, INC.; SEE'SCANDY SHOPS]NCORPORATED;AND

Does | to 20, INCLUSIVE

PremL-3. ] Count Two—Willful Failure to Warn [Civil Code section 846] The defendant owners who willfully
or maliciously failed to guard or warn against a dangerous condition, use, structure, or activity were
(names):

1 Does to

Plaintiff, a recreational user, was 1 aninvited guest Ja paying guest.

Prem.L-4. 1 count Three—Dangerous Condition of Public Property The defendants who owned public property
on which a dangerous condition existed were (names):

[Does to

a. (] The defendant public entity had [ J actual [_] constructive notice of the existence of the
dangerous condition in sufficient time prior to the injury to have corrected it.
b. L] The condition was created by employees of the defendant public entity.
Prem.L-5. a. Allegations about Other Defendants The defendants who were the agents and employees of the
other defendants and acted within the scope of the agency were (names):

SEE'SCANDIES, INC.; SEE'SCANDY SHOPS|NCORPORATED;AND

Does | to 20, INCLUSIVE

b. [__] The defendants who are liable to plaintiffs for other reasons and the reasons for their liability are

[ described in attachment Prem.L-5.b  [__] as follows (names):
appropriateandnecessargafetymitigationmeasuref place.Defendant&newandshouldhaveknownthatthe workers'duties,locationswithin the plant,andphysicaldistancingirom
oneanothercreateda foreseeablandhighrisk of viral infectionandtransmissioramongtheworkers,including Plaintiff. Defendantknewandshouldhaveknownthattheir failure to

takeappropriateandnecessargafetymitigationmeasuresvould increasehe knownandforeseeableisk thattheir workers like Plaintiff, would becomenfectedin the courseandscopt
of theirwork for Defendantsandcarry saidviral infectionhomeinfectingoneor moreof their family members.

**(CONT. FROM ABOVE)**

Page 10of 1

Form Approved for Optional Use ) i i ili Code of Civil Procedure, § 425.12
e CAUSE OF ACTION—Premises Liability sl e
PLD-PI-001(4) [Rev. January 1, 2007)



donnav
Typewritten Text
/20

donnav
Typewritten Text
, INCLUSIVE

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text
, INCLUSIVE

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text
MATILDE EK, Individually and as successor in interest to ARTURO EK; 
KARLA EK-ELHADIDY; LUCILA del CARMEN EK; and MARIA EK-EWELL


donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text
SEE'S CANDIES, INC.; SEE'S CANDY SHOPS, INCORPORATED; AND 

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text
SEE'S CANDIES, INC.; SEE'S CANDY SHOPS, INCORPORATED; AND 

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text

donnav
Typewritten Text
The acts and omissions of Defendants occurred at the See’s Candies packing facilities located at 20600 S. Alameda Street, Carson, CA 90810. The circumstances causing damages to Plaintiffs, Individually, and to Plaintiff Matilde Ek, as successor in interest to Arturo Ek, Deceased, the wrongful death of decedent Arturo Ek, occurred and were created, including the foreseeable and unreasonable risk of spreading a dangerous viral infection to family members of Defendants' employees as a result Defendants’ failure to operate, manage and control their business using reasonable care occurred as follows:  Defendants operated a candy assembly and packing line and employed workers in the course and scope of said business, including Plaintiff Matilde Ek. During said time there was a global, national, state and County of Los Angeles pandemic and epidemic, Sars-Cov-2 coronavirus, commonly referred to as Covid-19. Defendants were aware of the highly dangerous, contagious and transmissible nature of that virus, particularly where people are working and interacting in close proximity to each other. Further, Defendants' employees at the plant complained directly and through their union representative to Defendants about the close proximity of their work environment requesting safety mitigation efforts due to fear of the virus. Defendants failed to operate and conduct their business as would and should be expected to protect their employees, including Plaintiff, from the known high risk of this viral infection by failing to put known, (*CONT.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     BELOW*)
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MC-031

L pLanTIFEPETITIONER: MATILDE EK, et al. CASE NUMBER:
DEFENDANT/RESPONDENT: SEE'S CANDIES, INC., et al.

DECLARATION

(This form must be attached to another form or court paper before it can be filed in court.)

DECLARATION OF MATILDE EK

I, Matilde Ek, hereby declare and state a follows:

1. Tam, and at all times herein mentioned have been, a resident of the County of Los Angeles,
State of California.

55

I am 70 years old, and the facts contained herein are personally known to me.

(FS ]

I was married to Arturo Ek. My husband, the decedent Arturo Ek, died on April 20, 2020, at
Los Angeles, California. Attached hereto is a certified copy of my husband’s death certificate.

4. No proceeding is now pending in California for administration of the decedent’s estate.
5. The decedent’s estate has not been administered.

6. 1am decedent’s successor in interest (as defined in Section 377.11 of the California Code of
Civil Procedure) and I succeed to the decedent’s interest in the action or proceeding.

7. No other person has a superior right to commence the action or proceeding or to be substituted
for the decedent in the pending action or proceeding.

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and correct.

Date: December 15, 2020

MATILDE EK CW%MQ; 2 <

(TYPE OR PRINT NAME) (SIGNATURE OF DECLARANT)

(] Attorney for [] Plaintiff [] Petitioner [] Defendant

] Respondent Other (Specify):
Plaintiff/Successor In Interest

i el b e ATTACHED DECLARATION

MC-031 [Rev. July 1, 2005] Page 1 of 1
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